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Howard Morry has featured before in the pages of The Gallipolian with an article by Philip E L Smith entitled ‘A Newfoundland Fisherman Remembers Gallipoli’ which was published in the Autumn 2013 issue (No. 132). The book is one of the few accounts of Newfoundlanders who took part in the Gallipoli campaign although only 40 pages are devoted to the time Morry spent on the peninsula. The rest of the book deals with his early life in Newfoundland and adventures on the west coast of Canada before he enlisted in 1914. It continues with an account of his training in Scotland, where he met his wife Fredris, and describes his experiences during his time at Gallipoli, and his later service on the Western Front until 1917 when he was invalided and returned to Newfoundland.
The book is based on Howard Morry’s diaries and a number of letters to his children. It also relies heavily on his memoirs which he committed to paper, first in 1939 and returned to in the 1950s and again later in that decade and beyond. The reminiscences have been linked together by his Grandson, Christopher (with the help of other family members), who has included background material on the Gallipoli campaign and the battles of Western Front to put the account into context. Sadly, Christopher (or perhaps it was Howard Morry himself!) has fallen into the trap in some places of believing that it was ‘mostly Anzacs’ who took part in the fighting at Gallipoli. Some readers may also take issue with the opinions expressed about aspects of the fighting on the Western Front. However, these are comparatively minor ‘niggles’ and the book provides an interesting and rare account of a Newfoundlander’s experiences in the First World War, and of life in Newfoundland before and after that conflict.
