Transcript of a letter from Ellen Coulman Jellard to her sister, Mrs. Matthew Morry Junior (Eliza Coulman Morry), in Athlone, Caplin Bay, dated St. John’s, 1860

The Cover is an actual small envelope unlike other letters of earlier vintage which were made by folding the letter to form a Cover.
Mrs. Matt Morry
Athlone
Caplin Bay     
The Cover bears two circular postal cancellations, one indicating origin as St. John’s, Newfoundland, No. 7 – 1860 and the other the destination imprint – Ferryland, No. 9 -1860. No. 7 and No. 9 are the month and day, indicating a two day delivery between St. John’s and Ferryland at the time.

Third Page
will be more fortunate
this spring. What does

Ann
 do since she lost

the Aquaforte
. What

a strange idea of hers to

think I had any thing

to do with Anne marry-
ing John Graham
. I

never dreamt of such

a thing on till [sic] she told

me of it. Still had

he his heath [sic; health] I have

no doubt she would have

done as well as the rest
which was managed

without my aid. I had

all our likeness taken
Fourth Page

for you but John thought

he would like to have

them so he took them

with him or I should

have sent them by Frank

Bradshaw who caled [sic] to

see us a short time since

however you shall [have] them
by the next good

opportunity. If you write

as soon as you get this

it will find me here
as I do not begin to
move on till [sic] the 1st March.

Where is my Father
 this

winter. It is church time

so I must conclude with

love from all to all

and from your affe. sister




Ellen
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� The original of this letter is presently in my possession. It was given to my father, Thomas Graham Morry, by his father, Howard Leopold Morry, many years ago. It is believed that this, along with four others of Matthew’s or his wife’s letters and a partial one of their daughter, Lizzie’s, were recovered by Dad Morry from Lizzie’s house at Athlone, Calvert, shortly after her death. These may have been the only items of Morry property that were returned to the Morry family after Miss Lizzie was encouraged to write a will in her last days of life leaving everything to the Canning family, who had looked after her in her later years. There is one other letter from William to Matthew, written to him in Harbour Grace on November 20, 1841, that is in the possession of Fredi [Mercer] Caines, having been left to her by her mother, Phyllis [Morry] Mercer. 


NB: This letter was written on a single folded sheet of paper, thus four pages. But the sheet was torn in half at the fold and unfortunately the first and second page are missing. Having only the last two pages leads to complications in understanding the full intent of the letter and also leaves the reader wondering what other details may have been contained that someone evidently did not want known to others and therefore destroyed. I am grateful to Enid O’Brien and Kevin Reddigan for helping with the transcription and adding to the understanding based upon their broad knowledge of the families of the Southern Shore.


� Ann Coulman Winsor, a sister of the letter writer and recipient


� A Brig partly owned by Ann but recently lost; it was registered under the joint ownership of Peter Winser, merchant, his brother, Henry Winser, mariner (Ann’s deceased husband) and George Jones, mariner, with the latter two listed as the ship’s builders. Henry’s share, inherited by Ann, was only 12 of 64 shares, but this may have been her only livelihood after he died. It was lost in 1858.  [Information from Atlantic Canada Shipping Project CD, Maritime History Archive]


� John Graham and Ann Winsor, who were married in 1856; Ann Winsor was the daughter of Ann Coulman Winsor mentioned above; there appears to have been some accusation on the part of Ann Winsor Coulman that her sister, Ellen Coulman Jellard, had in some way in some way meddled in the decision of Ann and John  to marry. 


� William Coulman, 73 years of age at the time. He did in fact die at Athlone, the daughter of his daughter Eliza, on the 4th of January 1867





