Transcript of a Letter
Believed to be from William Warner LeMessurier

To His Sister-in-Law Eliza Coulman Morry

Wife of Matthew Morry III of Caplin Bay

Dated November 6th, 1860

Note that the signature is not entirely legible but does appear to be that of W.W. Le Messurier, that is, William Warner Le Messurier. The names in the letter all fit. Eliza would be his sister-in-law, Eliza Coulman (or Caulman) Morry, who was a widow at the time and would have sought his assistance in such matters.

It is notable that Eliza was the mother of Lizzie Morry, in whose possession this letter was found at the time of her death. Priss is William’s wife Priscilla Ann Morry. Priscilla was also a the daughter of Eliza Coulman Morry. Three Le Messurier siblings married three Morry siblings. Thomas Graham Morry married William’s sister Eliza and William’s brother, Peter Paint Le Messurier was also married to Mary Morry, the sister of Priscilla and Thomas. Tom and Alfred were two of William and Priscilla’s sons.

The Tessier referred to was probably Peter Germon Tessier, married to Anne Catherine Weston Carter. All these families were related to one another by marriage and business but obviously not always amicably. The Tasker who died in 1860 with much pomp and circumstance at his funeral would be Patrick Tasker, whose will was probated in the following year. He was a well-known Free Mason and the Patrick Tasker Masonic Educational Fund was set up in his honour in 1861. The fund continues to support the education of children of “deceased, incapacitated or deprived” Free Masons in Newfoundland to this day. Tasker died a bachelor and thus was not related to the Le Messuriers except perhaps in business. But most of the Le Messuriers and possibly the Morrys as well were Free Masons (the Masonic signs are on many Le Messurier gravestones) and those were very strong bonds as well.
This letter was transcribed with the able assistance of Enid O’Brien, who also provided much of the cultural background information.
Page One
Nov. 6th 1860

My dear Eliza



Yours by post was put into

my hands about 6 o’clock
while I was making up a lot

of goods for the Bay and not
being able to go to Tessier I sent
up your note. His answer was
when the voyage was in he would
pay the rent. Now as I before advised do not run any such risks but

get your rent in fish or oil and

do not trust to him. You have

done all you could and he will

not give any satisfaction.

I would therefore get the rent

and not take any more trouble

about it. Priss has a very

severe cold. Mother has

Page Two

a severe cold also. I think

she is better today than she
has been. Tom is beginning
to pick up his crumbs and
as for Alfred ,Tom calls him
Mutton Chops. He is as fat as
butter and the quietest little
bundle you ever saw. Poor
Tasker was buried yesterday.

The 5 Companies of rifles and

the garrison band, Commercial

and Scotch Societies and Free Masons.

All business was suspended and the

shops all shut in all parts of the town.
Yours in haste

W. W. Le Messurier
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